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SA 1502 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill
S. 1260, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2106. Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr.
CARDIN, and Mr. BARRASSO) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1502 proposed by Mr. SCHU-
MER to the bill S. 1260, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2107. Mr. PETERS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1502 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill
S. 1260, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2091. Mr. BARRASSO (for him-
self, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. LUuMMIS, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, and Mr. HOEVEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1527 proposed by Ms.
CANTWELL to the amendment SA 1502
proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill S.
1260, to establish a new Directorate for
Technology and Innovation in the Na-
tional Science Foundation, to establish
a regional technology hub program, to
require a strategy and report on eco-
nomic security, science, research, inno-
vation, manufacturing, and job cre-
ation, to establish a critical supply
chain resiliency program, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SEC. 2405. GLOBAL COOPERATIVE FRAMEWORK
TO END HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN
SOURCING CRITICAL MINERALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall seek to convene a meeting of foreign
leaders to establish a multilateral frame-
work to end human rights abuses, including
the exploitation of forced labor and child
labor, related to the mining and sourcing of
critical minerals.

(b) CERTIFICATION SCHEME.—The Secretary
shall seek to ensure that the framework
under subsection (a) includes a certification
scheme, comprised of—

(1) minimum requirements for national
legislation, institutions, and import and ex-
port controls related to the sourcing of crit-
ical minerals;

(2) measures to enforce transparency in the
exchange of production, transportation, and
end-use manufacturing data related to crit-
ical minerals, including through the use of
blockchain technology, if feasible;

(3) prohibitions on the purchase or trade in
critical minerals unless parties to the pur-
chase or trade are certified under and in
compliance with the framework; and

(4) measures to certify shipments as in
compliance with the framework, including
requiring the provision of supporting docu-
mentation.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—The Sec-
retary shall lead the development of an an-
nual global report on the implementation of
the framework under subsection (a), includ-
ing progress and recommendations to fully
end human rights abuses, including the ex-
ploitation of forced labor and child labor, re-
lated to the extraction of critical minerals
around the world.

(d) REVIEW OF CONFLICT MINERALS LIST.—
The Secretary shall review the list of con-
flict minerals under section 1502(e)(4) of the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act (Public Law 111-203;
124 Stat. 228) to determine whether certain
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critical minerals, such as cobalt, should be
included on the list.

(e) CRITICAL MINERAL DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘critical mineral’”’ has the
meaning given the term in section 7002(a) of
the Energy Act of 2020 (division Z of Public
Law 116-260; 30 U.S.C. 1606(a)).

SA 2092. Mr. BARRASSO (for him-
self, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, and Mr. HOEVEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1527 proposed by Ms.
CANTWELL to the amendment SA 1502
proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill S.
1260, to establish a new Directorate for
Technology and Innovation in the Na-
tional Science Foundation, to establish
a regional technology hub program, to
require a strategy and report on eco-
nomic security, science, research, inno-
vation, manufacturing, and job cre-
ation, to establish a critical supply
chain resiliency program, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 1 of the amendment, strike line 1
and insert the following:

SEC. . GLOBAL COOPERATIVE FRAMEWORK
TO END HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN
SOURCING CRITICAL MINERALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall seek to convene a meeting of foreign
leaders to establish a multilateral frame-
work to end human rights abuses, including
the exploitation of forced labor and child
labor, related to the mining and sourcing of
critical minerals.

(b) CERTIFICATION SCHEME.—The Secretary
shall seek to ensure that the framework
under subsection (a) includes a certification
scheme, comprised of—

(1) minimum requirements for national
legislation, institutions, and import and ex-
port controls related to the sourcing of crit-
ical minerals;

(2) measures to enforce transparency in the
exchange of production, transportation, and
end-use manufacturing data related to crit-
ical minerals, including through the use of
blockchain technology, if feasible;

(3) prohibitions on the purchase or trade in
critical minerals unless parties to the pur-
chase or trade are certified under and in
compliance with the framework; and

(4) measures to certify shipments as in
compliance with the framework, including
requiring the provision of supporting docu-
mentation.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—The Sec-
retary shall lead the development of an an-
nual global report on the implementation of
the framework under subsection (a), includ-
ing progress and recommendations to fully
end human rights abuses, including the ex-
ploitation of forced labor and child labor, re-
lated to the extraction of critical minerals
around the world.

(d) REVIEW OF CONFLICT MINERALS LIST.—
The Secretary shall review the list of con-
flict minerals under section 1502(e)(4) of the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act (Public Law 111-203;
124 Stat. 228) to determine whether certain
critical minerals, such as cobalt, should be
included on the list.

(e) CRITICAL MINERAL DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘critical mineral’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 7002(a) of
the Energy Act of 2020 (division Z of Public
Law 116-260; 30 U.S.C. 1606(a)).

SA 2093. Mr. LEAHY (for himself and
Mr. TILLIS) submitted an amendment

S3907

intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1502 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to
the bill S. 1260, to establish a new Di-
rectorate for Technology and Innova-
tion in the National Science Founda-
tion, to establish a regional technology
hub program, to require a strategy and
report on economic security, science,
research, innovation, manufacturing,
and job creation, to establish a critical
supply chain resiliency program, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . OWNERSHIP AND ASSIGNMENT

PATENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 261 of title 35,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking the first undesignated para-
graph and inserting the following:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) ATTRIBUTES OF PERSONAL PROPERTY.—
Subject to the provisions of this title, pat-
ents shall have the attributes of personal
property.

‘“(2) REGISTER OF ASSIGNMENTS AND OWNER-
SHIP.—The Patent and Trademark Office
shall maintain a publicly accessible register
of interests in patents and applications for
patents and shall record any document re-
lated thereto upon request, and may require
a fee therefor.

‘‘(3) REQUIREMENT TO RECORD CERTAIN AS-
SIGNMENTS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Whenever all substan-
tial rights in a patent are assigned to a per-
son, including a legal or governmental entity
or a parent corporation—

‘(i) the patentee shall, not later than 90
days after the date of the assignment, sub-
mit a request described in paragraph (2) with
respect to the assignment; and

‘“(ii) the Patent and Trademark Office
shall, upon receiving the request submitted
under clause (i), record the assignment in
the register described in paragraph (2).

‘(B) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO COMPLY.—No
party may recover, for infringement of the
patent in any litigation, increased monetary
damages under section 284 for the period that
such assignment was not properly requested
to be recorded under subparagraph (A)(i).

“(C) RULESs.—The Director may prescribe
rules to implement this paragraph, including
rules for the proper recording of the assign-
ments of patents.”’;

(2) in the first undesignated paragraph fol-
lowing subsection (a), as so designated by
paragraph (1) of this subsection, by striking
‘“‘Applications” and inserting the following:

“‘(b) APPLICATIONS.—Applications’;

(3) in the first undesignated paragraph fol-
lowing subsection (b), as so designated by
paragraph (2) of this subsection, by striking
“A certificate’ and inserting the following:

‘‘(c) CERTIFICATE OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—A
certificate’; and

(4) in the undesignated paragraph following
subsection (c¢), as so designated by paragraph
(3) of this subsection, by striking ‘‘An inter-
est’” and inserting the following:

‘“(d) EFFECT OF ASSIGNMENT.—An interest”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY.—The
amendments made by subsection (a) shall—

(1) take effect on the date that is 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act; and

(2) apply with respect to any assignment
that occurs on or after the effective date de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

OF

SA 2094. Mr. BARRASSO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 1525 submitted by
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